
 

 

 

 

Travels with Elaine 

 

1. The hotel, a converted palace, in Jaipur  2. The inside of the Gold Fort in Jaipur where many people still live 

3. The main roundabout there.  4. Is a huge Jain temple with 141 fully carved pillars, each completely different 

from the other. Jainism is a very extreme form of Buddhism.  5. Arriving at the pleasure palace for afternoon 

tea at Urdaipur, which is still one of my favourite cities. 6. The old entrance to the lake there. 

7.  I mailed some things back home and had to have this man pack it for me, as instructed by the Post Office.  

He sewed a strong cotton bag which was a VERY tight fit and took ages to get around the bundle, and then 

sewed the top by hand! 
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Manager/Senior Curator Report 

It has been a busy start to the year with lots of projects on the go. Doctor Blake’s Ballarat is looking like a beautiful 

exhibition and with eight weeks to go things are frantically happening behind the scenes around design and object 

selection. Amelia Marra is wrangling lots of television type creative people who are providing some really unique 

insights into how such a production is put together. We are very hopeful that lots of folks will come and see the show. 

Remember if you are interested in volunteering with the exhibition please let Kelly or Joanne know. The exhibition will 

run from 11 April to 3 September 2017. 

The Museum offered ‘back of house’ tours the last two Sundays as part of Chinese New Year, focusing on our extensive 

Chinese collection. We offered a tour each day in Chinese and this was delivered by Vivian who is a member of FOSH, 

with the support of Liz Marsden, Collection Manager. While we only had a small group of three take up the Chinese 

language tour it was incredibly well received (they were Chinese tourists from China). They were amazed at what they 
were able to see – many objects they could never see in China due to the political upheavals of the past century. The last 

tour we conducted had 13 participants and over the day each one of the retail staff joined the tour so that they could get a 

better understanding of what happens in the collection store. It was a very successful trial run and lay the foundation for 

future tours. 

‘Back of house’ continues with school groups as well who are exploring the Indigenous component of the Pern 

Collection – this is a great initiative in collaboration with the Education team and Liz is flat out over the next couple of 

weeks with over 400 students booked into the program. 

Liz and Joanne are also conducting a series of refresher training sessions on Vernon and object cataloguing – I know that 

those who have already done the sessions have got a lot out of it so if you are keen make sure you double-check the times 

with Jo. 

Michelle Smith 

 

Gold Pavilion Update 

Updates to the Gold Pavilion are now underway. I would like to thank all Gold Museum Society members, especially our 

guides, for their support and patience. I would also like to acknowledge the tireless work of our designers, maintenance 

team and painters who have given us fresh new displays 

The new Gold Pavilion will extend the stories featured in Inspired by Gold. Material from our collections will be 

displayed in the Gold Pavilion to highlight other important Ballarat stories. 

Here is a break-down of all the different sections which are undergoing change in this first stage: 

Outside Gold Museum shop entrance 

The wall provides visitors a visual summary of the content in our galleries. The different social and cultural 

organisations, businesses, sporting groups and individuals depicted on the wall reflect similar stories seen in Inspired by 

Gold. They also connect with the stories which will be shown in the new Gold Pavilion. Labels have been placed on the 

side of each wall to identify the images. 

 

Royal Mint display 



The final images of Melbourne’s Royal Mint have been installed in this section. 

Our new display features Samuel Calvert’s engravings of the Royal Mint from the State Library of Victoria. 

South American coin display 

The area behind the gold menorah will introduce Paul and Jessica Simon and their role in the Gold Museum’s early 

development. Work in this section has been delayed due to original construction issues but we are now on track for 

completion by early March. 

This section will feature new content on the walls featuring Paul Simon and his passion for gold panning and coin-

collecting, as well as Jessica Simon and her role as a local philanthropist and owner of Stone’s store. 

While the walls will feature new content, the showcases will remain the same for the time being. Some of the items in the 

mushroom cases will be changed over with new coins towards the end of the year. 

Tele-submarine cable 

Due to the fragile condition of the case and stand, the tele-submarine cable has been removed. The image of the astronaut 

will be replaced by an historical poster from our collection showing the different nuggets found on the goldfields in the 

19th century. This will be a nice link to the nuggets and samples found by Paul Simon which is currently on display in 

this area. This poster will be installed by early March. 

Coin-making display 

This area will be replaced with a display about bicycle manufacturing in Ballarat which will be installed by early March. 

This display has been delayed as the floor in this area will be replaced. 

Next steps 

We hope to have the first stage of upgrades completed by early March. 

We will resume work in the second half of the year when we will have a renewed budget for the project. 

The second stage of the project will involve updating the remaining sections with new stories and items about Ballarat’s 

jewellers, Eureka, migration and cultural diversity on the goldfields, currency and banking on the goldfields and 

medicine. 

I look forward to discussing these changes during guide training in March. If you have any questions and feedback, do 

not hesitate to contact me. 

Snjez Cosic 

 

Vale Professor Patrick Hope  OAM “ A former GM Society volunteer. He received his order because of his services to 

tourism, environment, recreation and heritage. 

 



 

Our Gold Museum Society member David Manning who has been a volunteer since 1991. 

Courtesy Sydney Morning Herald- abridged 

Headline:  HMAS Perth at mercy of scavengers 75 years after being sunk  

On March 1, Australia will commemorate the 75th anniversary of  the sinking of one of its 

most loved warships, HMAS Perth, in the Battle of Sunda y Strait.  However there are fears 

that soon there will be nothing left of the shipwreck off  the coast of Indonesia unless she is 

protected. 

In the end star shells were all David Manning had left.  

It was February 28, 1942, and Banten Bay, on the north -west coast of Java, was swarming 

with enemy ships. Manning was a gunner on board HMAS Perth I , under siege from Japanese 

destroyers. The Allied cruiser had run out of ammunition, Manning, now 93, recalls from his 

home in Ballarat.  

The HMAS Perth was much beloved by all who served on her. Photo: Geoffrey Ward  

These days he is  hard of hearing but his voice over the crackling phone line is as firm as his 

memory of that desperate night. "We had nothing else left." So Manning started firing star 

shells, a form of flare used to il luminate the battlefield. "They were being fired on low 

trajectories, in the hope they might hit something and do some damage."  

Manning was still  firing star she lls when the order was given to abandon ship. "I happened to 

be making up my mind about leaving the ship when the fourth torpedo hit. And it blew me to 

the water," Manning recalls. "I  had no memory of it whatsoever, which was just as well. I  left 

the ship in a hurry." 

It was the fourth torpedo that finished HMAS Perth. She sunk shortly after midnight on 

March 1. 

"The last they saw of her was a battle ensign flying at her mainmast, l it by the Japanese 

searchlights – a splash of red, white and blue in the night," Mike Carlton writes in Cruiser: 

The Life and Loss of HMAS Perth and her Crew. "And then she was gone, a stately actress at 

her last curtain call. Almost serenely, His Majesty's Australian Ship Perth slipped under – 

some of them said she steamed out  – about six kilometres to the north-north-east of St 

Nicholas Point." 

The Battle of Sunda Strait was all but over. The American heavy cruiser USS Houston, which 

had fought alongside HMAS Perth, sank soon after. About 1100 sailors from both ships lost 

their lives. "The commander in Perth had told me I would go ashore shortly," Manning says 

wryly. "He was right but it was the wrong shore." There was something special about HMAS 

Perth. Everyone says so. Last year I attended a memorial service over the site of  the wreck 

on board the HMAS Perth III.  Her captain, Ivan Ingham, had met the five remaining crew 

members of HMAS Perth still  alive at the time. "When I met the men, without prompting, 

each said the Perth was a really special ship and their favourite to se rve on," Ingham said.  



In three remarkable years HMAS Perth helped evacuate Allied troops from Greece, fought 

against Vichy France forces in Syria and lost 13 men in the Battle of Crete. HMAS Perth and 

USS Houston had been the only large Allied ships to sur vive the Battle of the Java Sea.  

"No ship was more loved in the Royal Australian Navy, and no ship's company saw more of 

the horrors of war or endured them with such courage," Carlton writes in Cruiser. "Whatever 

ships they might have sailed in before or s ince, the men of HMAS Perth belonged to her first 

and foremost, and she to them." 

David Manning survived the sinking of HMAS Perth in World War II.  

      

HMAS Perth  was built at Portsmouth Naval Dockyard and commissioned into 

the Royal Navy as HMS Amphi on on 15 June 1936. Purchased by the 

Australian Government, she was commissioned into the Royal Australian 

Navy (RAN) on 29 June 1939. The light cruiser displaced 6,830 tons, was 

169 metres long, and had a beam of 17.3 metres. Her armament consisted of 

eight 6-inch guns, eight 4-inch dual purpose guns, a number of automatic 

anti-aircraft weapons and eight 21-inch torpedo tubes. She also carried a 

Seagull V aircraft for reconnaissance and spotting duties. Her speed was 

32 knots and she carried a complement of 681. (Courtesy of AWM) 

Update on Gold Museum Society meetings: 

We have decided we are going to combine two meetings a year with the FOSH volunteers. One will be held in May to 

celebrate National Volunteer Week (Sovereign Hill) and one in November (Gold Museum). This is a great chance to get 

together and socialise with all of the Sovereign Hill volunteers. We have also decided to combine our bus trip which will 

be held in either August or September. Our Christmas Thank You lunch is now being held in the first week of December. 

If anyone has any questions please feel free to give me a call. 

Mine tour – Rokewood Corindhap area date to be confirmed : Helen Muir 

Check this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqw9tPZFq-o Old Ballarat Tram footage 

Next meeting: 9th March 2017, 1.30pm Gold Museum, Speakers: The Lucas Girls 

Bill Llewellyn would like to organise a day visiting Her Majesty’s, Old Colonist’s Club, Mining Exchange, Mechanics 

Institute,  Art Gallery, Gardens. If interested please discuss this with Bill at the next meeting or email him with your 

ideas on wllewellyn@bigpond.com 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqw9tPZFq-o
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